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Readers’ pick

Colorado summer fun 2014
6 scenic family bike rides p. 38

5 unique state parks p. 20

218 events statewide p. 78

Mountain  
sym-fun-ies p. 46

Childhood wish  
fulfillment: Dino dig!  
p. 58

Look Inside for new AAA benefit info

MARCH/APRIL 2014BY AAA COLORADO

Downtown Vegas: Back from the dead, p. 34 

Hawaii: Pick an island, p. 38

Music lovers’ 
road trip  
Experience the origins of American music 
and food on a four-hour drive from 
the Mississippi Delta to Music City. p. 28

Beale Street, Memphis, Tenn.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2014BY AAA COLORADO

Plus
Hidden gems of 
Rocky Mountain 
National Park, p. 30

House boating on 
Lake Powell, p. 34

Gold rush 2014 
Southwestern Colorado’s San Juan Skyway –  
Colorado’s best fall foliage drive, p. 26

Colorado Getaways:  
The way it was  p. 36

Colorado’s historic diners  p. 12

Driving ‘Candy’ and ‘Sundance’ on a Western Slope road trip  p. 32

JULY/AUGUST 2013BY AAA COLORADO

Retro travelers
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Four days of 

relaxed immersion 

reward this 

Colorado couple 

with a fall foliage 

drive like no other.

By Dan Leeth

It looks as if we’re motoring 
through a panoramic fruit 
bowl bursting in a cornucopia 
of color. Mango-hued aspen 
streak avocado-green hillsides. 
Meadow grasses offer blends 
of lemon and lime while 
roadside shrubs add spoonfuls 
of plum-purple, tangerine-
orange and cherry-red.
 It’s autumn in the Rockies 
and my wife, Dianne, and I 
are bound for the San Juan 
Skyway, a 236-mile loop 
through the jagged mountains 
and historic towns of 
southwestern Colorado. The 
mix of color, grandeur and 
history make this our all-time 
favorite fall foliage drive, and 
while it may be traversed in 
as little as six hours, we plan 
to travel relaxed and immerse 
ourselves in this eye-candy 
delight for four full days.

Go on green
We begin our Skyway drive in Ridgway, 
an 1890s-vintage town that served as 
the northern terminus of the Rio Grande 
Southern Railroad. 

For years, the community has boast-
ed the county’s only traffic light. When 
it turns green, we head down U.S. Hwy 
550 toward Ouray. Autumn-tinged 
fields line the highway and the gold-
veined mass of Mount Abram looms 
dead ahead.

Ten Midas-touched miles later, 
we reach family-friendly Ouray Hot 
Springs, which sits on the north side of 
the town named for the Ute chief. 
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Autumn color flourishes at sunset in the Sneffels Range along the Dallas Divide, near Ridgway, Colo. Relax in the lobby of 
the Saint Elmo Hotel 
in Ouray, Colo.
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  Gold rush 2014: 

Eye candy

Go 
July 7–13 for the annual Crested 
Butte Wildflower Festival. The 
festival coincides with the peak 
of wildflower proliferation. Which 
flowers you see—columbine, 
lupine, pussytoes, arnica, rabbit-
brush, and so much more—can 
vary by elevation and quantity 
based on a variety of weather fac-
tors. Drive around town and the 
back roads and find your special 
spot of color.

Along the way, you’ll notice some-
thing unique about this place com-
pared to other ski resorts. Crested 
Butte values its history as a once-
impoverished former coal town, 
whose residents nailed old license 
plates to their exterior walls to shield 
against winter storms. Now a world-
renown destination, where homes 
now sell for millions, the vintage 
license plates remain in bold contrast 
to their affluent surroundings.

Stay
Up the hill from downtown Crested 
Butte, the AAA Two Diamond rated 
Nordic Inn is a historic, pet-friend-
ly, boutique hotel that predates its 
corporate-looking neighbors, and 
offers charm that is unparalleled 
in the neighborhood. The recently 
remodeled lobby is open, cozy 
and outfitted with natural materi-
als. The owners—Ken and Kim 
Stone, veterans of the southwestern 
Colorado ski community—enjoy 
getting outdoors to engage their 
summer guests, whether on foot 
or on a mountain bike. They also 
help guests appreciate the history 
of Crested Butte, especially its min-
ing heritage. Guests of all ages can 
arrange to walk the surprisingly 
easy, 12-mile West Maroon Trail to 
Aspen, another great location for a 
memorable picnic. Nordic Inn will 
transfer its trail-hiking guests’ lug-
gage to its Aspen partner, the AAA 
Three Diamond rated Limelight 
Hotel. The hotels respond to their 
guests’ preferences—whether 
the hike is one way or round trip, 
involving the whole family or only 
the few who want to make the hike, 
and more.

Picnic food
For a morning picnic on one of 
Crested Butte’s 45 frost-free days 
each year, pick up coffee from 
the store that locals and visitors 

agree is the best in town, if not 
the state—Camp4Coffee (402 1/2 
Elk Ave., 970-349-2500, opens 6:30 
a.m.). Its exterior is decorated with 
those vintage license plates, but 
you’re more likely to spot the line 
out the door first. If you want easy-
to-carry picnic lunch or dinner food 
with style, get a pizza from Secret 
Stash (303 Elk Ave., 970-349-6245, 
opens at 11 a.m.) My recommenda-
tion: the Figalicious/Notorious F.I.G., 
with mozzarella, bleu and asiago 
cheeses, prosciutto, dried black mis-
sion figs and truffle oil. It’s good 
straight warm from the oven or after 
it’s cooled off on the trail to your 
personal picnic spot. Or for more 
traditional picnic fare, order sand-
wiches and sides from Izzy’s, a AAA 
One Diamond gem and longtime 
EnCompass favorite between Maroon 
and Elk avenues.

No matter which food source you 
pick, you’ll notice a glaring lack in 
town—there’s not one chain res-
taurant on Elk Avenue.

There are any 

number of places 

in which to dine 

outdoors with a 

great view and 

sunny weather. 

The EnCompass 
editor picks four 

extraordinary 

picnic spots across 

colorful Colorado.

By Tom Hess

Homemade ham sandwiches, baked beans and bacon, and mustard-boiled egg-paprika 
potato salad on a windswept picnic table in Garden of the Gods in Colorado Springs:  
That’s my most vivid, pungent memory of picnicking in Colorado.

What’s your picnic memory? My guess is that your most cherished experience involved 
family and friends, perhaps fairly close to home.

So how do you top a picnic memory with a new one in 2014? How might you elevate  
the art of picnicking in the most sun-shiny, picnic-friendly state in America?

That’s been my quest for the past year, and what my wife and I found may inspire you.  
Try these four experiences, or allow them to get you thinking about creating your own 
unique outing. Either way, share it with us, by email (editor@colorado.aaa.com),  
or on Facebook (@AAAColorado).

Colorado  
Getaways
Idyllic picnics

Wildflower picnic, 
mid July
Crested Butte 

Bonus
Visit the Rocky 
Mountain Biological 
Laboratory’s Weldon 
and Rosalie Weekley 
Visitor’s Center (970-
349-7231, staffed daily 
from 10:30 a.m.–4:30 
p.m.) in nearby Gothic, 
a dirt-road drive toward 
Schofield Pass that’s 
well worth the effort. 
Purchase your copies of 
Wild About Wildflowers: 
Extreme Botanizing in 
Crested Butte, and the 
Crested Butte-Aspen-
Gunnison Trails 
Recreation Topo lami-
nated map. Together 
these resources, and 
the Lab’s staff and vol-
unteers, will reward 
you with the best range 
of options for tak-
ing full advantage of 
your wildflower picnic 
opportunity.
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Wildflowers seem most vibrant 
north of Crested Butte, near the 
small town of Gothic.

© Allan Ivy

Camp4Coffee is covered in antique 
license plates—symbols of a far less-
prosperous era in Crested Butte’s history. 
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Aspen

Gunnison
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285
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Crested Butte

Glenwood  Springs

.

Boulder
Full disclosure: Boulder is my hometown. 
But that’s not the only reason I begin with it. 
Boulder is one of the most cycling friendly cit-
ies in America, with 159 miles of on-street bike 
lanes and multi-use trails. The most famous 
of the town’s dedicated cycling routes, the 
Boulder Creek Path, bisects Boulder from east 
to west for seven idyllic miles. On sunny days, 
you’ll find every type of cyclist on this paved 
trail—from spandex-clad road racers, to col-
lege students astride cruisers, to toddlers on 
balance bikes with their parents (and Golden 
Retriever) walking close behind.

Rent a bike at University Bicycles, located at 
the west end of the Pearl Street Mall. Dubbed 
Ubikes by locals, the shop rents everything from 
townies to carbon fiber race bikes. While it’s 
cheapest to rent a town bike ($20/day), a basic 
mountain bike ($30/day) is actually a better 
option, especially for beginners, as it is more 
responsive and easier to control (read: dodge 
dogs) on Boulder’s well-traveled bike routes. 
Rentals include a helmet, water bottle, flat repair 
kit, and map of the local bike path system. 

Refuel at any one of the eateries along the 
Pearl Street Mall, a six block-long pedestrian-
only thoroughfare lined with a smorgasbord of 
restaurants, cafes, and boutiques. Experiment 
with sushi and Asian fusion at the exotic 
Japango or choose family style Italian at 
Trattoria on Pearl. For more casual options, 
Illegal Pete's makes the best burritos in town, 
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Great 
Rides

Here are our picks for the top six 
destinations in Colorado to take 
the family biking, with insider tips 
on where to refuel and refresh.

There’s perhaps no better way 
to breathe in fresh mountain 
air than on a bike. And with 
many Colorado cities making 
serious investments in cycling 
infrastructure, it’s fun and easy 
to sightsee on two wheels. In 
fact, the League of American 
Bicyclists named Colorado the 
second most bike friendly state 
in the nation.

Scenic getaways 

along six Colorado 

bike trails for 

riders of every  

age and ability. Story by Jayme Moye 
Illustrations by Chris Tesmer, 
Tesmer Creative Arts
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Fort Collins is 
known for bikes 
and beer. As the 
largest producer 
of craft beer in 
Colorado, the city 
hosts several bike-
friendly breweries.
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Biking family picnicking along Glenwood Canyon Recreation Trail, next to the Colorado River, near Hanging Lake Rest Area/Trailhead.

Online and paper maps show you the “what” 

of travel—the road that takes you from “A 

to Z”, the cities and towns along the way. 

EnCompass by AAA Colorado offers the 

“why” of travel—the special reason for going 

to a destination, whether it’s an anniversary, 

or a family tradition, or the simple fun of a 

week in the mountains.

 

EnCompass by AAA Colorado takes 

readers on adventures that make lifelong 

memories—memories of a romantic getaway, 

a relationship restored or deepened, a 

teenager’s smile. The adventures lavishly 

illustrated in our pages recognize that 

readers from ages 8 to 80 ride their bikes 

up steep mountain slopes or go whitewater 

rafting, while others prefer the more 

leisurely pursuits of jewelry shopping, farm-

to-table dining, and scenic train rides.

 

Secure your place next to or nearby these 

adventures and watch as AAA Colorado 

members show up at your destination, 

perhaps for the first time, and leave with 

smiles on their faces.

Contact! Tom Hess 
Editor, AAA Colorado

303-753-8800 ext 8252
editor@colorado.aaa.com



Age:
Median age: 47 years
56% are 35-64 years

Gender:
Female: 51%
Male: 49%
Married: 67%

Education:
4 yr college degree +: 62%

Economic profile:
Avg. HHI: $107k

Home ownership:
Own home: 78%
Avg, value: $352k

Readership:
72% read 3-4 of 4 issues
2.3 readers per copy
Took any action: 75%
Traveled to a destination 

advertised or written about: 
19%

Made reservations: 15%

Travel:
51% vacation in CO

Avg.CO resort share: 19%
96% took a domestic trip

Avg. trips per yr: 4.8
Avg. spending: $3.1k

Interests/lifestyle:
76% dine out

57% visit historic sites, 
National Parks, State Parks

50% went shopping

45% went to museums, 
cultural attractions

37% hard/soft adventure

31% attend theatre, concerts  
& festivals   

25% watersports

24% went to art galleries/ 
art shows

23% Casino gambling

22% Sporting Events

21% snow sports            

20% Spa/retreat

15% golf

Sources of information used 
for planning a trip:

Friends or relatives: 53%
EnCompass Magazine: 39%
Direct from advertiser: 25%
Television: 13%
Radio: 2%

Methods used to make 
reservations:

Direct from advertiser: 72%
On Line: 39%
Travel Agencies: 25%

Travel with:
Spouse: 65%
Children: 44%
Friends: 35%
Grandchildren/parents/

grandparents: 31%
Source: 2013 Doublebase, GFK MRI

Demographics, readership, travel, interests & lifestyles



2015 SPECIAL ISSUES

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2014BY AAA COLORADO

Plus
Hidden gems of 
Rocky Mountain 
National Park, p. 30

House boating on 
Lake Powell, p. 34

Gold rush 2014 
Southwestern Colorado’s San Juan Skyway –  
Colorado’s best fall foliage drive, p. 26

•  8th Annual Colorado Co-op Gatefold
•  Summer fun 2015 with Statewide features 

highlighting hiking, biking, rafting and 
angling for every member of the family.

•  Gatefold positioned as you open the 
magazine

•  10th Annual Great 
Colorado Getaways: 
Overlooked and 
almost forgotten 
treasures

•  Vail’s 10th Mountain 
Division

•  Lake City, the remotest 
place in America

•  Four Corners 
enchantment and the 
town of Dolores

•  4th Annual Colorado 
Gold Rush: Saddles & 
Gold

•  Best views of aspen 
colors in autumn from 
the back of a horse at 
Colorado statewide 
Dude Ranches

May/June Gatefold  
rates (net):
1/9p:     $1,018
1/6p:     $2,036
1/3p:     $3,054
1/2p:     $4,072
2/3p:     $6,108
Full p:    $9,162

May/June Colorado COOP Gatefold

MAY/JUNE 2014BY AAA COLORADO

Readers’ pick

Colorado summer fun 2014
6 scenic family bike rides p. 38

5 unique state parks p. 20

218 events statewide p. 78

Mountain  
sym-fun-ies p. 46

Childhood wish  
fulfillment: Dino dig!  
p. 58

Look Inside for new AAA benefit info

July/August Great Colorado Getaways September/October Colorado Gold Rush

Contact! Dan Kimball 
Ad Director, AAA Colorado

303-753-8800 ext 8004
dkimball@colorado.aaa.com



2015 MAGAZINE  
ADVERTISING RATES

Reaching 1 in 5 Front Range CO homes

Publishing 6x per year

Circ: 360,000+ each issue

Reach: 602,000+ AAA CO Members

83% Front Range
(300,000 homes)

66% Metro Denver
(238,000 homes)

Contact! Dan Kimball 
Ad Director, AAA Colorado

303-753-8800 ext 8004
dkimball@colorado.aaa.com

Display rates  
4 color gross

1x 3x 6x

Full Page $10,550 $10,000 $9,500

2/3 page $7,350 $7,000 $6,600

1/2 page $6,350 $6,050 $5,700

1/3 page $4,050 $3,850 $3,650

1/6 page $2,400 $2,300 $2,150

Cover2 $11,050 $10,500 $9,950

Cover 3 $11,050 $10,500 $9,950

Cover 4 $11,600 $11,000 $10,450

Travel Guide  
4 color net
6 inch $2,950 $2,800 $2,650

4 inch $2,000 $1,900 $1,800

3 inch $1,550 $1,450 $1,400

2 inch $1,100 $1,050 $1,000

Issue Ad  
close

Material 
Due

In 
homes

Jan/Feb 11/1/14 11/14/14 12/31/14

Mar/Apr 1/2/15 1/9/15 2/23/15

May/June 3/6/15 3/13/15 4/27/15

July/Aug 5/1/15 5/8/15 6/23/15

Sept/Oct 7/3/15 7/10/15 8/25/15

Nov/Dec 9/4/15 9/11/15 10/27/15
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Readers’ pick

Colorado summer fun 2014
6 scenic family bike rides p. 38

5 unique state parks p. 20

218 events statewide p. 78

Mountain  
sym-fun-ies p. 46

Childhood wish  
fulfillment: Dino dig!  
p. 58

Look Inside for new AAA benefit info
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Plus
Hidden gems of 
Rocky Mountain 
National Park, p. 30

House boating on 
Lake Powell, p. 34

Gold rush 2014 
Southwestern Colorado’s San Juan Skyway –  
Colorado’s best fall foliage drive, p. 26
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2015 EDITORIAL CALENDAR  

 
January-February 

  

COLORADO G i r ls’  t rip to The Broadmoor ’s mountaintop lodging  (Colorado Springs)  
Also: ALASKA’s  e lusive mountain ,  plus Alaska’s wi ldl i fe ,  and VICTORIA,  B.C.  
  

COLORADO First:  Colorado bowling alleys statewide, f rom Trinidad to Steamboat,  
La Junta to Snowmass 

  

March-Apri l  
  

COLORADO Paleo menu: The shared history of  Bent ’s Old Fort along the old Santa Fe  
Trai l  and The Fort restaurant  near Red Rocks  

Also: Family biking on HAWAII ’s  Big Is land,  and Yangtze  River cruise  
  

COLORADO First:  Culturally enriching eateries  statewide—f rom Japanese to 
German,  Tibetan to Brit ish— in  metro Denver, on the Western Slope, the central  
mountains, and the southwestern corner  

  

May-June 
  

COLORADO Summer fun 2015: hiking,  biking, raft ing and angling for every age and 
abi l ity everywhere in the state  

COLORADO Public gardens statewide,  from Fort  Coll ins to Golden, and Vail  to  
Colorado Springs 
Also: Linger in these CAROLINA beach towns,  and explore ITALY’S  Amalf i  coast  

  

   COLORADO First:  Charming old towns statewide, f rom Litt leton to Grand Junct ion  
  

July-August  
  

COLORADO Getaways: Overlooked and almost -forgotten treasures:  EnCompass editors’  
picks statewide, f rom Eagle County to the San Juans  

Also: Celebrat ing an anniversary in BORA BORA 
  

COLORADO First:  Farm, fork and freeways: Farm-to-table dining statewide 
  

September-October 
  

COLORADO Gold rush 2015: Great  aspen views from the back of a horse  at AAA-rated 
dude ranches statewide 

Also: Art  tour along NEW MEXICO’S  H igh Road,  and Cape Town, SOUTH AFRICA 
  

  COLORADO First:  Green chile culture  statewide 
  

November-December 
  

COLORADO Rail  heri tage statewide,  f rom Denver’s Union Stat ion to mountain rides.  
Also: SAN DIEGO neighborhoods,  and NEW ORLEANS neighborhoods  

  
COLORADO First:  Cooking with wood f ire at restaurants statewide  
  

 

Contact: Tom Hess, Editor 303-753-8800 ext. 8252, email: thess@colorado.aaa.com. Letter mail: 4100 E. Arkansas Ave., 
Denver, CO 80222; website www.AAA.com/magazine 

 

Editorial calendar is subject to change. 

mailto:thess@colorado.aaa.com
http://www.aaa.com/magazine


 

RUN OF BOOK 

TRAVEL GUIDE 

 
 

2015 Issue Dates Space Close Materials Due First Possible 
In-Home Dates 

Jan/Feb 11/7/14 11/14/14 12/31/14 

March/Apr 1/2/15 1/9/15 2/23/15 

May/June 3/6/15 3/13/15 4/27/15 

July/Aug 5/1/15 5/8/15 6/23/15 

Sep/Oct 7/3/15 7/10/15 8/25/15 

Nov/Dec 9/4/15 9/11/15 10/27/15 

Full Page 8.25”W x 10.75”H 7.875”W x 10.5”H - 
Back Cover 8.25”W x 10.75”H 7.875”W x 10.5”H - 

Spreads 16.5”W x 10.75”H 15.75”W x 10.5”H - 
2/3 Page Vertical - - 4.5”W x 9.5”H 

1/2 Page Horizontal - - 6.875”W x 4.625”H 
1/2 Page Island - - 4.5”W x 7.125”H 
1/3 Page Vertical - - 2.125”W x 9.5”H 
1/3 Page Square - - 4.5”W x 4.625”H 
1/6 Page Vertical - - 2.125”W x 4.625”H 

6 Inch 2.125”W x 6”H 
4 Inch 2.125”W x 4”H 
3 Inch 2.125”W x 3”H 
2 Inch 2.125”W x 2”H 

Space Sizes Non-Bleed (W x H) Trim (W x H) Bleed (W x H) 

PRODUCTION SPECIFICATIONS 

All ad submissions must be PDF/X1a files. All fonts and 
images MUST be embedded. PDF files must contain 
only 4-color process images (CMYK). Please convert all 
RGB images and spot colors to CMYK. All images for ads 
should be color corrected and provided at or above our 
minimum resolution requirement of 300 dpi. 

Ads will be accepted via FTP site, by e-mail, or on a 
disk. The first two methods are strongly preferred. 

SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 

All materials and any production questions to: 
Keith Kaiser 
Managing Editor, EnCompass 
4100 E. Arkansas Ave. 
Denver, CO 80222 
Tel: 303-753-8800 ext. 8207 
E-mail: kkaiser@colorado.aaa.com 

FTP SITE INFORMATION 

FTP IP: sftp://12.155.153.216/ 
Login Name: ad 
Password: ad38967 

1. Create a folder identified with issue date, publication, 
ad name Example: JF13_EnCompass_Hertz. 
2. Stuff or zip the folder. 
3. Place your folder in the ADVERTISERS folder on the 
FTP site. 
4. Send confirmation e-mail to kkaiser@colorado.aaa.com. 
 
DIGITAL AD SUPPLIED ON DISKS 

Materials will be accepted on CD or DVD. See production 
specifications (left) for file requirements. Please include a 
hard copy color proof when sending your disk. 

Print Advertising  
Specifications 2015 

Note: Live copy no less than .25” from trims 

 EnCompass - 2015 Ad Close Production Specs 
8/11/2014 

 

mailto:kkaiser@colorado.aaa.com
sftp://12.155.153.216/
mailto:kkaiser@colorado.aaa.com



